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MINUTES FOR BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING 

August 16th, 2011 

6:00 PM 

 

 

The following elected officials were present:  Mayor Coleman, Alderman Beaty, Alderman Friday, Alderman 

Huggins, Alderman Martin, and Alderman Withers.   

 

The following staff members were present:  Ed Munn, Interim Town Manager; Maria Stroupe, Administrative 

Services Director; Pennie Thrower, Town Attorney; Doug Huffman, Electric Director; Allen Scott, Police 

Captain; Bill Trudnak, Public Works Director; David Kahler, Community Development Director; Anne Martin, 

Recreation Director; and Steve Lambert, Fire Chief.   

  

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.   

 

Mayor Coleman opened with the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  The Mayor asked if there 

were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Mayor Coleman had two changes to the agenda: 1) Item 9-E will 

be an added item concerning approval of a Hazard Mitigation Plan and 2) Item 9-F will be a discussion 

concerning a generator for the Fire Department. Mr. Beaty made a motion to set the agenda including the 

changes, seconded by Mr. Martin, and carried unanimously. 

 

Mr. Beaty made a motion to approve the minutes from the July 12, 2011 regular meeting, seconded by Mr. 

Martin, and carried unanimously.   

 

Recognition of Citizens: 

 

Mary Boyce, 518 E. Peachtree St., wanted to thank the Board for not approving the zoning change on E. Holly 

St. to allow a de-watering operation at that location.  Mayor Coleman informed Ms. Boyce that the prospective 

owner of the operation had withdrawn his zoning change petition so that request is no longer under 

consideration. 

 

Recognition of Employees: 

 

Item 6-A, Chief Lambert recognized Scott Stiles for 26 years of fire service.  Mr. Stiles has retired from the Fire 

Department.  Chief Lambert presented Mr. Stiles with a plaque of appreciation.  Also, Chief Lambert 

introduced three new volunteer firemen: Keith Norris, Dusty Haney, and John Goodwin. 

 

Item 6-B recognized two employees for service anniversaries.  Anne Martin was recognized for 10 years of 

service with the Town of Dallas.  Anne was hired as the full-time Recreation Director on July 1, 2001.  She had 

been serving as the part-time Recreation Director since July 1, 1999 and as a volunteer prior to that.  She 

continues to serve the Town as the Recreation Director.  Mayor Coleman recognized Anne for her dedication 

and service to the Town and presented her with a certificate of appreciation.  (Exhibit A)  Da’Sha Leach was 

recognized for five years of service with the Town of Dallas.  Da’Sha was hired on July 28, 2006 as a Customer 

Service Representative at Town Hall and continues to serve the Town in this capacity.  Da’Sha was not present, 

but will be presented a certificate of appreciation by her supervisor for her service to Dallas. (Exhibit B) 

 

Public Hearing: 

 

None 
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Item 7-A was assignment of written off accounts to Debt Setoff.  Mr. Beaty made a motion to approve the list of 

written off accounts to be sent to Debt Setoff for collection, seconded by Mr. Friday, and carried unanimously. 

 

Old Business: 

 

The first item, Item 8-A, was approval of a resolution setting the date of the public hearing for annexation of 

Alder Ridge III.  All requirements have been met for the voluntary annexation process to proceed.  (Exhibit C)  

Mr. Withers made a motion to approve the resolution setting the public hearing date for September 13, 2011, 

seconded by Mr. Friday, and carried unanimously. 

 

The second item, Item 8-B, was continuing discussion of a Water and Sewer Line Maintenance Fee.  At the July 

Board meeting, this item was referred to the Public Works Committee for further review of options.  The 

committee met on August 9, 2011 to discuss various options. (Exhibit D)  Options 1 and 2 were discussed 

during the budget process.  Options 3, 4, and 5 have a flat fee for single family residential customers and a 

graduated fee for commercial customers based upon meter size.  The committee requested that Staff develop an 

option that combined the residential fee from Option 3 with the graduated commercial fee from Option 5.  This 

option is labeled as Option 6.  In addition, the committee discussed the broader process for water and sewer line 

improvements and concluded that the Town should begin the selection process for a consulting engineer.  Mr. 

Beaty made a motion to direct Staff to develop a scope of service for engineering services for the September 

meeting, seconded by Mr. Withers, and carried unanimously. 

 

New Business: 

 

Item 9-A, was adoption of a resolution honoring Lance Corporal Nicholas O’Brien, a local marine killed in 

action in Afghanistan.  Gaston County is going to honor the family of Lance Corporal O’Brien with a resolution 

designating June 9 as Lance Corporal Nicholas S. O’Brien Day at their meeting on August 25, 2011.  The 

County has invited the municipalities to join them in the ceremony with similar resolutions.  Mr. Friday made a 

motion to adopt the presented resolution designating June 9 as Lance Corporal Nicholas S. O’Brien Day, 

seconded by Mr. Withers, and carried unanimously.  (Exhibit E)  A framed copy of the resolution will be 

presented to the family on August 25
th

 by representatives from Dallas’ Board of Aldermen. 

 

Item 9-B, was information concerning DallasFest.  The fourth annual DallasFest will be held on Friday, 

September 2, 2011 from 7:00 pm until 10:00 pm.  This year’s concert features the Fantastic Shakers again.  The 

Shriners have requested permission to sell alcohol as they did last year.  Also, Staff is recommending that 

Holland St., from Trade St. to Main St., and Main St., from Gaston St. to Holland St., be closed for the event.  

Mr. Beaty made a motion to approve the street closings and grant permission to the Shriners to conduct alcohol 

sales at the event, seconded by Mr. Martin, and carried unanimously. 

 

Item 9-C, was a request from the property owners at 115 W. Main St. for the Town to place “No Parking” signs 

at the two driveway access points on Main St.  The property is located next to the Hoffman Hotel and the 

existing driveways are hard to see.  Currently, the access areas are painted and labeled as no parking areas.  

Chief Buckner stated that there is an enforceable ordinance and the police can ticket anyone violating the 

painted no parking areas.  He stated that there have been no calls in approximately 10 months from the owners 

notifying the police of cars violating the prohibited areas.  Mr. Friday made a motion to install “No Parking” 

signs at the two driveway access points at 115 W. Main St.  There was no second, so the motion dies for lack of 

a second.  

 

Item 9-D was request to change the meeting dates for both the October and November regular Board meetings.  

Both the Town Manager and the Police Chief have conflicts with the October meeting date and the November 

meeting date falls on Election Day.  Mr. Huggins made a motion to move the October meeting from October 
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11
th

 to October 18
th

 and to move the November meeting from November 8
th

 to November 15
th

, seconded by Mr. 

Beaty, and carried unanimously. 

 

Item 9-E, was the added item concerning adoption of the Hazard Mitigation Plan.  The Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA) requires that all communities prepare and update a Hazard Mitigation Plan.  

Dallas and the other municipalities in Gaston County have always been part of the Gaston County Multi-

Juridictional Hazard Mitigation Plan.  All of the jurisdictions are now required to formally approve the updated 

plan. (Exhibit F)  The Gaston County Commissioners held the public hearing and approve the updated plan on 

July 28, 2011.  Mr. Martin made a motion to approve the resolution adopting the Hazard Mitigation Plan, 

seconded by Mr. Friday, and carried unanimously.  (Exhibit G) 

 

Item 9-F, was the added item concerning a generator for the Fire Department building.  When the building was 

originally built a generator was not installed.  Mr. Huffman stated that the Town has an opportunity to purchase 

a generator that only has 30 hours of run time logged.  This 45 kW generator can run multiple fuels.  Although 

it would not run the entire building, it would run all of the necessary components to keep the building functional 

during an emergency.  This unit would heat and light the downstairs, but would not operate the elevator.  Total 

cost for the generator and installation is estimated to be approximately $15,000.  Two years ago, Mr. Huffman 

obtained a quote  for a generator that would run the entire building at a cost of $58,000.  Mr. Huggins made a 

motion to approve the expenditure to purchase this generator, seconded by Mr. Friday, and carried 

unanimously.  Mr. Munn informed the Board that there is $22,000 in the current budget for a tornado siren.  

This money could be used to purchase a generator for the Fire Department building, as the generator was not a 

budgeted item. 

 

Item 10, was a manager’s report from Mr. Ed Munn, Interim Town Manager, highlighting various projects 

currently underway in Dallas. 

 

Closed Session: 

 

None 

 

Mr. Friday made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Beaty, and carried unanimously.  (7:04) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________      _______________________ 

Rick Coleman, Mayor      Maria Stroupe, Town Clerk 
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