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MINUTES FOR BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING 

January 11th, 2011 

6:00 PM 

 

 

The following elected officials were present:  Mayor Coleman, Alderman Friday, Alderman 

Huggins, Alderman Martin, and Alderman Withers.  Alderman Beaty was absent. 

 

The following staff members were present:  Ed Munn, Interim Town Manager; Pennie Thrower, 

Town Attorney; Maria Stroupe, Administrative Services Director; Doug Huffman, Electric 

Director; Gary Buckner, Police Chief; Bill Trudnak, Public Works Director; Community 

Development Director, David Kahler; Anne Martin, Recreation Director; and Steve Lambert, 

Fire Chief.   

  

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.   

 

Mayor Coleman opened with the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  The 

Mayor asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Mr. Withers asked that a 

discussion on live-in firefighters be added to the agenda.  Mr. Martin made a motion to set the 

agenda including the addition, seconded by Mr. Withers, and carried unanimously. 

 

Mr. Martin made a motion to approve the minutes from the December 14, 2010 regular meeting, 

seconded by Mr. Friday, and carried unanimously.   

 

Recognition of Citizens: 

 

Mr. Leon Lay, 110 N. Davis St., asked if anything had changed concerning his request for the 

100 block of N. Davis St. to be available to one way traffic only.  Mr. Munn stated that this 

request has been forwarded to the State for study, but the Town has not received any information 

back yet.  He will try to have information from the State by the February meeting.  

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

There were no items on the consent agenda. 

 

Public Hearing: 

 

There was no public hearing. 

 

Old Business: 

 

The first item, Item 6-A, was discussion concerning the NC Parks and Recreation PARTF Grant.  

The grant application is due January 31, 2011.  Based up on how much the Town is willing to 

spend, a decision needs to be made regarding submitting an application this year or waiting until 

next year.  Johnny Denton, Diamond Engineering, presented a plan for a limited grading, paved 

walking trail, and two picnic slabs at an estimated total cost of $76,679.24.  The Town would 
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provide 50% of the funding, which would be $38,339.62. (Exhibit A)  A discussion followed 

about various options for the walking trail and picnic areas.  The walking track could be 

completed with one covered picnic shelter and one picnic slab for approximately $93,000.  Mr. 

Friday made a motion to pursue the PARTF Grant for developing the walking track with one 

covered picnic shelter (to be located on the Ingles end of the walking track) and one picnic slab 

(to be located at the other end of the walking track), seconded by Mr. Huggins, and carried 

unanimously. 

 

The second item, Item 6-B, was a presentation from Mr. Kevin O’Donnell, Nova Energy 

Consultants, addressing electric rate recommendations. (Exhibit B)  Mr. O’Donnell was unable 

to attend the meeting due to weather conditions, but was available over the telephone.  He has 

evaluated the Duke Energy wholesale rate increase that became effective January 1
st
.  The 

wholesale rate that Dallas pays Duke has increased 6.8%.  Mr. O’Donnell recommended a 4% 

increase to cover the increase from Duke and an additional 2% increase as protection against 

Dallas missing the peak, which could cost as much as $400,000 in one year.  Mr. Huggins made 

a motion to raise Dallas’ electric rates by 6%, effective on the next bill, based on the 6.8% 

increase from Duke Energy, seconded by Mr. Friday, and carried unanimously. 

 

The third item, Item 6-C, was a discussion of the voluntary annexation requested by Gaston 

Fence.  Mr. Cearley has decided to request annexation for all of his property on Friday Park 

Road.  One parcel of the property may be on Gastonia’s side of the annexation line between 

Dallas and Gastonia.  Mr. Martin made a motion to table the request until the February meeting 

in order to check out the annexation agreement with Gastonia, seconded by Mr. Friday, and 

carried unanimously. 

 

The fourth item, Item 6-D, was presentation of a Capital Project Ordinance for the Police 

Department Renovation Project.  The expenditures and revenues necessary for completion of the 

Police Department building are outlined in the ordinance.  A separate fund, Fund 12, has been 

established in the accounting system to capture all of expenditures and revenues related to the 

project.  (Exhibit C)  The Board would like to see a separate monthly expenditure report included 

with the monthly financial reports during the life of the project.  Mr. Withers made a motion to 

approve the Capital Project Ordinance, seconded by Mr. Friday, and carried unanimously. 

 

New Business: 

 

The first item, Item 7-A, was a discussion concerning the annual mid-year Board Work Session.  

The work session will be held at the Community Room at the Fire Department.  The Board does 

not go out of town on an annual retreat.  The work session was set for Thursday, February 10, 

2011 at 5:00 pm. 

 

The second item, Item 7-B, was the added item of a discussion on live-in firefighters.  Chief 

Lambert has two firefighters that are willing to live at the fire department.  Previously, the Board 

had approved one firefighter for a six-month trial.  Insurance premiums for the building will 

decrease by 21% with having someone on site 24 hours per day.  It will cost approximately 

$1000 for 2 beds and 2 chests for the firemen.  Mr. Friday made a motion to approve two live-in 
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firefighters at the Fire Department to start as soon as Chief Lambert is ready, seconded by Mr. 

Huggins, and carried unanimously. 

 

Item 8, was a manager’s report from Mr. Ed Munn, Interim Town Manager.  During the 

manager’s report, there was a discussion concerning the current privilege license fee structure.  

Currently, the ordinance states that anyone purchasing a privilege license after January 1
st
 of 

each year will pay ½ of the license fee.  Mr. Huggins made a motion to prorate the privilege 

license fee by month, seconded by Mr. Friday, and carried unanimously.  Since the fee structure 

is part of an ordinance, the ordinance will need to be changed.  Mr. Friday made a motion for 

staff to make the desired changes to the ordinance and present the ordinance for approval at the 

February meeting, seconded by Mr. Withers, and carried unanimously. 

 

Closed Session: 

 

There was no closed session. 

 

Mr. Friday made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Withers, and carried unanimously.  

(7:31) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________      _______________________ 

Rick Coleman, Mayor      Maria Stroupe, Town Clerk 
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