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MINUTES FOR BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING 

March 8th, 2011 

6:00 PM 

 

 

The following elected officials were present:  Mayor Coleman, Alderman Beaty, Alderman 

Friday, Alderman Huggins, Alderman Martin, and Alderman Withers.   

 

The following staff members were present:  Ed Munn, Interim Town Manager; Maria Stroupe, 

Administrative Services Director; Doug Huffman, Electric Director; Gary Buckner, Police Chief; 

Bill Trudnak, Public Works Director; David Kahler, Community Development Director; Anne 

Martin, Recreation Director; and Steve Lambert, Fire Chief.  Pennie Thrower, Town Attorney, 

was absent. 

  

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm.   

 

Mayor Coleman opened with the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  The 

Mayor asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Mayor Coleman requested 

two additions to the agenda: 1) Street Closures for May events and 2) A request for use of 

Dennis Frankin Gym.  Mr. Withers made a motion to set the agenda including the two additons, 

seconded by Mr. Martin, and carried unanimously. 

 

Mr. Huggins made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 8, 2011 regular meeting 

and the February 22, 2011 special meeting, seconded by Mr. Beaty, and carried unanimously.   

 

Recognition of Citizens: 

 

Mr. Frank Milton, 518 E. Carpenter St., brought three items to the Board.  The first item 

concerned property at the corner of E. Carpenter St. and S. Davis St.  There is excessive runoff 

from this property during rain events that impacts E. Carpenter St.  The second item concerned 

trees on the property next to his.  During the last weather event a tree from that property fell into 

the street, but if it had fallen the other direction it would have hit his carport.  There are other 

trees on the property that concern him.  Finally, he requested that a community policing event be 

held in his community similar to the one held in Summey Knoll previously.  He would like to see 

this event held during the spring this year. 

 

Ms. Mary Anne Carpenter, 108 Church St., informed the audience that the Women of the 

Methodist Church were sponsoring a Port-a-Pit Chicken fundraiser to raise money for their 

Scholarship Fund.  Wanted to invite all to come, but tickets must be purchased in advance. 

 

Recognition of Employees: 

 

Item 6A, recognized Connie Cobb for 10 years of service with the Town of Dallas.  February 14, 

2011 marked Connie’s 10
th

 year of service.  Connie was originally hired as a Telecommunicator 

at the Police Department and continues to serve the Town in this capacity still.  Mayor Coleman 

and the Board expressed their appreciation to Connie for her service. (Exhibit A) 
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Item 6B, recognized the Town’s newest Police Officer, Ryan Bruce Maxwell.  Bruce began his 

career with Dallas on November 17, 2010.  Mayor Coleman and the Board welcomed Bruce to 

Dallas. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

There was no consent agenda. 

 

Public Hearing: 

 

There was no public hearing. 

 

Old Business: 

 

There was no old business. 

 

New Business: 

 

The first item, Item 8-A, was information concerning a Clean Water Management Trust Fund 

grant opportunity.  The Town has been given the opportunity to receive CWMTF grant monies to 

address a critical stormwater issue at 110 E. Gibbs St. (Exhibit B)  The creek that runs along the 

property has eroded the banks and is within about 10 feet of the residence.  The owners of the 

property are John and Jane Jarrell.  They have indicated that they would be willing to allow the 

County to do the work.  The grant would provide $13,000 to repair the creek and shore up the 

banks to prevent further erosion.  The Town would have to match ¼ of that amount ($3,250), 

using storm water funds.  Gaston County is going to be the applying agency for this grant and 

would be responsible for the administration of the grant; Dallas would receive the funds from 

them.  Mr. Beaty made a motion to accept the funds and provide the match, seconded by Mr. 

Martin, and carried unanimously. 

 

The second item, Item 8-B, was a discussion concerning the Gaston Career Climb.  The Gaston 

Chamber of Commerce has approached the Town and requested that we officially support the 

Gaston Career Climb program.  The program encourages high school students to stay in school 

and graduate, and provides a certification to help residents of Gaston County obtain training and 

jobs.  (Exhibit C)  The program tries to match prospective employees with employers. Next year 

the program will be expanded to North Gaston High School.  Other towns such as Cherryville, 

Stanley, and Belmont have agreed to recognize the Career Readiness Certificates.  Mr. Martin 

made a motion to support the Gaston Career Climb program, seconded by Mr. Beaty, and carried 

unanimously. 

 

The third item, Item 8-C, was a report from Mr. Trudnak concerning Water Plant improvement 

and reporting procedures.  The State recently completed an inspection of our water plant and had 

several suggestions to improve operations.  The staff have reviewed these recommendations and 

have scheduled improvements to address all the items identified.  In addition, changes have been 

made to improve reporting procedures, public notices, and accountability at the water plant.  

Amelia Hamrick, Water Plant ORC, was present and discussed an incident that occurred on 
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December 25
th

 that required a public notice.  The notice was required by state law as the water 

level fell ½ foot outside of standard parameters.  At no time was the public in danger.  Extra 

alarms and procedures have been implemented to prevent this occurring again. 

 

The fourth item, Item 8-D, was the additional item concerning street closures for May events.  

The first event, Blues Out Back, will be held on May 13, 2011 at the Museum.  Mr. Huggins 

made a motion to close Holland St. from Main St. to Church St. from 5:30 pm until 8:30 pm to 

allow for this event, seconded by Mr. Withers, and carried unanimously.  The second event, 

Memorial Day Car Show, will be held May 28, 2011 on Main Street.  Mr. Beaty made a motion 

to close Main St. from College St. to Holland St. for this event (time to be best determined by the 

Police Department), seconded by Mr. Martin, and carried unanimously. 

 

The fifth item, Item 8-E, was the additional item concerning a request for use of the Dennis 

Franklin Gym.  A request has been received from an AAU basketball coach to use the gym 

facility 2 days per week during the season for practices.  Mr. Huggins made a motion to approve 

the use, seconded by Mr. Beaty.  Current Town policies do not allow for use of the gym outside 

of the Town recreation department.  The motion was withdrawn after discussion of the policy. 

 

Item 9, was a manager’s report from Mr. Ed Munn, Interim Town Manager.   

 

Closed Session: 

 

There was no closed session. 

 

Mr. Beaty made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Withers, and carried unanimously.  (6:58) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________      _______________________ 

Rick Coleman, Mayor      Maria Stroupe, Town Clerk 
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