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MINUTES FOR BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING 

June 9
th

, 2015 

6:00 PM 

 

 

The following elected officials were present:  Mayor Coleman, Alderman Cearley, Alderman Huggins, 

Alderwoman Morrow, and Alderman Withers.  Alderwoman Malker was absent. 

 

The following staff members were present:  Jim Palenick, Interim Town Manager; Maria Stroupe, 

Administrative Services Director; Town Attorney, Tom Hunn; Allen Scott, Police Captain; Bill 

Trudnak, Public Works Director; Doug Huffman, Electric Director; Steve Lambert, Fire Chief; Anne 

Martin, Recreation Director; and Jack Kiser, Development Services Director.   

  

The Mayor Coleman called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.   

 

Mayor Coleman opened with the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.   

 

Mayor Coleman asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Mayor Coleman asked 

that Item 10A be deleted from the agenda. Mr. Cearley asked to add Item 11I, to discuss a possible 

special event.  Mr. Palenick asked to add Item 11J, to discuss a possible meeting on June 23
rd

.  Mr. 

Withers made a motion to approve the agenda with the requested changes, seconded by Mr. Huggins, 

and carried unanimously. 

 

Mr. Huggins made a motion to approve the minutes from the May 12, 2015 Regular Meeting and the 

May 14, 2015 Budget Work Session, seconded by Ms. Morrow.  Mr. Cearley stated that in the May 12
th

 

minutes he was referred to as “Ms.” Instead of “Mr.” in the “Approval of Agenda” section and requested 

this be corrected.  Mr. Huggins made a motion to approve the minutes from the May 12, 2015 Regular 

Meeting, with the requested change, and the May 14, 2015 Budget Work Session; seconded by Ms. 

Morrow; and carried unanimously. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

  

None 

 

Recognition of Citizens: 

 

Ms. Nita Green, 304 Pinkney Road, spoke against the spot annexation of Ole Dallas Brewery.  Her 

neighborhood is holding a Community Watch meeting on May 14
th

 for the Rudisill Park neighborhood.  

She believes the brewery will disturb the neighborhood with music and noise. 

 

Ms. Phyllis Paul, 310 S. Holland St., spoke concerning 312 S. Holland St.  She stated that the family had 

multiple animals, the Police and Animal Control had responded to multiple calls at the address, and that 

the house needed to be condemned.  She stated that the smell from the house was unbelievable and that 

the kids were uncontrollable.  She believes something needs to be done about this property. 

 

Ms. Laura Stroupe, 1503 Old Dallas Rd. and 116 W. Trade St., spoke in opposition to the possible cell 

tower near E. Church St.  She reiterated her concerns from the last meeting about the possible cell tower.  
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She said that State Law states that cell phone carriers must go on existing towers, if available.  She also 

believes the cell tower will devalue surrounding properties. 

 

Ms. Devron Hoffman, 219 S. Gaston St., spoke about 312 S. Holland St., She is concerned about the 

animals and the children in the home.  

Mr. Beau Norwood, 113 Kingstree Dr., He is one of the co-owners of Ole Dallas Brewery.  He said the 

brewery is intended to be a small, locally-owned company that is looking to create jobs and provide a 

family friendly environment.  They want to be good neighbors.  He stated that one of the co-owners’ 

family lives in Rudisill Park.  They are not intending to make noise with their business. 

 

Mr. Curtis Wilson, 438 S. Gaston St., prayed over the agenda, Board of Aldermen, Town of Dallas, and 

the citizens. 

 

Recognition of Employees: 
 

Item 7A, was recognition of David Lee Mathis for 10 years of service with the Town of Dallas.  David 

was hired on May 3, 2005 as a Maintenance Worker in the Street/Solid Waste Department.  On January 

12, 2009, David was promoted to Supervisor of the Street/Solid Waste Department, where he continues 

to serve the Town of Dallas.  His commitment and dedication to serving the Town and its citizens is 

greatly appreciated.  Mayor Coleman presented David with a framed certificate of appreciation and 

recognition.  (Exhibit A) 

 

Special Events & Requests for In-Kind Services: 

 

Item 8A was a request to approve the Fourth of July Fireworks Display and Celebration.  Traditionally, 

the Town has approved and supported a Fourth of July Fireworks display and celebration which has 

been graciously sponsored by contributions of a group of Town benefactors and aided by the support of 

Town in-kind services.  This year the event is proposed to be held on Saturday, July 4, 2015 with the 

display beginning at approximately 9:00 p.m. (dusk) in Cloninger Park along S. Oakland St.  There will 

also be music sponsored by the Town from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., provided by James Bates and JoJo 

Music Mix.  Mr. Huggins made a motion to approve the Fourth of July Fireworks Display and 

Celebration as presented, seconded by Mr. Cearley, and carried unanimously. 

 

Public Hearing: 

 
Item 9A was a Public Hearing concerning the Comprehensive FY2015-2016 Town Budget.  Mr. Withers 

made a motion to enter into a public hearing for the FY2015-2016 Town Budget, seconded by Mr. Cearley, 

and carried unanimously. In keeping with State and Local requirements, this hearing to receive public 

comment on the proposed budget and then to take formal action to adopt the Budget Ordinance (Exhibit B) 

to enact the Comprehensive FY2015-2016 Town of Dallas Budget.  The budget encompassing all funds 

totals $15,357,569.  The Board has previously held two work sessions during the development of the Budget.  

There was no public comment.  Mr. Cearley made a motion to exit the public hearing, seconded by Mr. 

Withers, and carried unanimously.  Mr. Withers made a motion to adopt the Budget Ordinance as presented 

to enact the Comprehensive FY2015-2016 Town Budget, seconded by Ms. Morrow, and carried 

unanimously. 

 

Item 9B was a Public Hearing to consider granting a Special Use Permit for a cell tower at a site 

approximately 320 feet southeast of the intersection of E. Church St. and S. College St.  Mr. Cearley made a 

motion to enter into a public hearing to hear the request for a Special Use Permit for a cell tower, seconded 

by Ms. Morrow, and carried unanimously.  The applicant, SCI Towers submitted a request for a 30-day 
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continuance to the public hearing on the subject of granting a Special Use Permit for the construction of a 

cell tower near the intersection of E. Church St. and S. College St.  They are requesting that the public 

hearing be rescheduled for July 14, 2015.  However, since this public hearing had already been advertised, 

this hearing should still be opened to allow for input from any person attending this meeting for that purpose.  

Ms. Sarah Jordan, 511 Colorado Trail, spoke last month during Citizen Comment on this topic.  She restated 

her position.  The parcel of land is surrounded by residential, business, and church properties.  She and 

another lady walked the neighborhood on June 5th and June 8th.  They obtained signatures from residents 

opposed to the placement of the tower.  She is trying to speak for those who can’t or won’t speak for 

themselves.  She asked that the Board vote “No” and make the tower locate somewhere else.  Mr. Withers 

made a motion to continue this public hearing to July 14, 2015, seconded by Ms. Morrow, and carried 

unanimously. 

 

Old Business: 

 

Item 10A was the deleted item concerning a request from the Dallas Historic Courthouse Foundation to 

the Town of Dallas to fund design and contract administration of the Public Plaza/Gazebo/Bandshell 

improvements. 

 

Item 10B was presentation of a finding of sufficiency for the petition for voluntary, non-contiguous 

annexation as submitted by Maria C. and Steve P. Mason. (Exhibit C).  Upon the petition being certified 

as “sufficient”, by Statute, the Board must set a date to hold a public hearing on the annexation request.  

Mr. Cearley made a motion to accept the finding and set a public hearing on the annexation request for 

August 11, 2015 at 6:00 pm, seconded by Ms. Morrow, and carried unanimously. 

 

New Business: 

 

Item 11A was a request to approve the Water-Sewer Rate Schedule incorporating a 3% across-the-board 

increase effective July 1, 2015. (Exhibit D) In keeping with the overall plan put forward when the $5+ 

Million Water Line Improvement Project and the $3.6 Million, 20-year Bond supporting its financing.  

At the time, it was determined that a minimum 12-15% rate increase to both Water and Sewer would be 

required, but that increase would be phased in over a period of 3-5 years. The first increase of 3 ½% 

went into effect with the FY2013-14 budget year, with a 3% increase for the FY2014-15 budget year 

and now this 3% increase; for a cumulative increase of 9 ½%.  For the future, two more similar increases 

will likely be required in the succeeding budget years.  These added revenues are required to pay the 

$255,000+ in yearly debt service on the Water Bonds, as well as the ever escalating cost of treatment 

and system reinvestment.  The 3% increase effective for July 1
st
 is projected to add an estimated $67,220 

in new yearly revenues to support the Water/Sewer Fund Budget.  Mr. Huggins made a motion to 

approve the 3% across-the-board rate increase for both Water and Sewer rates as presented, seconded by 

Mr. Withers, and carried unanimously. 

 

Item 11B was a request to approve a request for funding from the Gaston County Alliance for Growth 

Image Campaign.  At the May 14
th

 Budget Work Session, Mr. Mark Cramer gave a presentation from 

the newly-formed Gaston County Alliance for Growth on their plans to conduct a 3-year “Image 

Campaign” to assist job creation and tax-base growth in Gaston County through a concerted, marketing 

campaign. (Exhibit E) They have requested $5000 from Dallas.  The Town’s Economic Development 

Fund, which supports the TOP TIER Grants and other economic incentives can be used to fund this 

request.  To date, the fund has committed $5000 to the Steve Ratchford TOP TIER Grant; $29,900 to the 

Parking Lot design/engineering; and has a request from the Dallas Historic Courthouse Foundation for 

$25,700 for the Plaza design/engineering; for a cumulative total of $60,600.  The Economic 

Development Fund is currently funded with $270,171.  Mr. Withers made a motion to approve $5000 
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for the Gaston County Alliance for Growth Image Campaign to be drawn from the Economic 

Development Fund, seconded by Mr. Cearley, and carried unanimously. 

 

Item 11C was a request to authorize use of CDBG Program Income Funds for Jaggers Park 

Improvements.  In 2002, the Town entered into an agreement with the developers of the Dallas High 

School Apartments to use a CDBG Housing Grant to loan the developers $230,000 at 2% for a 20-year 

period, with interest-only payments throughout the 20 year amortization period with a balloon payment 

for the full $230,000 principal due at conclusion.  Since that time (a period of eleven years) the Town 

has been receiving $3,720 per year of interest, which now totals $40,920.00.  The Town can use these 

funds for any CDBG eligible activities, which means capital improvements to public facilities in low-to-

moderate income neighborhoods.  Jaggers Park is a recognized public facility within a clearly eligible 

area.  Staff is proposing to use some of these funds to make some additional improvements to the Park.  

Specific improvements would include: 1) Resurfacing and restriping the older, existing basketball court 

at a cost of $6,966; 2) Removing the aged, damaged fencing around that court with our own forces and 

then replace that fencing with new backstops only behind the goals on both the old and new courts at a 

cost of $7,082; 3) After construction of the new picnic shelter, it was realized that the six picnic tables 

ordered will not be sufficient, so four more would be purchased at a cost of $3,500.  The combined total 

of these improvements is $17,548.  Mr. Huggins made a motion to authorize using $17,548 of the 

CDBG Program Income Funds for the improvements outlined at Jaggers Park, seconded by Mr. Cearley, 

and carried unanimously. 

 

Item 11D was a request to declare as surplus and offer for public sale a 1989 Ford Spartan Fire Truck 

after the purchase of a new fire truck this year.  Mayor Coleman suggested that the 1989 truck be 

transferred to the Public Works Department and to surplus the 1979 Fire Truck currently used by Public 

Works.  Gaston College has approached the Town about granting them the surplus Fire Truck for use in 

their Fire Training Program, as opposed to offering for public sale.  It was discussed that the Board 

would like to obtain advertising time on the radio station operated by Gaston College.  Ms. Morrow 

made a motion to grant the 1979 Fire Truck currently used by Public Works to Gaston College in 

exchange for advertising time on the College’s radio station and to transfer the 1989 Spartan Fire Truck 

to Public Works, seconded by Mr. Huggins, and carried unanimously. 

 

Item 11E was a request to approve a contract with Centralina Council of Governments (CCOG) for 

Minimum Housing Code Enforcement Work.  While the Town handles planning, zoning, and basic code 

enforcement (nuisance) issues with our Development Services Director and other assigned staff, it is a 

struggle to respond to the more serious Minimum Housing Code issues and complaints because there are 

no staff members certified to inspect and evaluate the conditions of the electrical, plumbing, and 

structural integrity, and then lawfully administer the enforcement procedures when any of these are 

found to be substandard.  Currently, there is not a large number of these issues and the Town has taken a 

“complaint-driven” approach to this point.  However, it is not feasible to continue in this manner and 

there is a need to deal with several problem locations.  The CCOG has provided a proposed contract to 

perform these functions (on demand) on behalf of the Town, similar to how they function in this area for 

several other neighboring small jurisdictions.  CCOG has trained professionals with years of experience 

and the appropriate certifications to act as inspectors and enforcement officers and will prove far more 

efficient for the Town’s needs than to try to hire such staff.  To get started, they have offered a general 

services contract as a member of CCOG, and a more specific “Statement of Work” laying out the actual 

terms.  Specifically, Dallas is allocated 79 total hours of the professional’s services with the idea that 

such number should serve our needs for the identifiable future.  If it is determined that more hours are 

needed, then the contract could be modified.  The cost is set at $5,224, plus any out-of-pocket expenses.  

Funding would come from the FY2015-16 Community Development Budget.  Mr. Cearley made a 
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motion to approve the contract with CCOG as presented for Minimum Housing Code Enforcement 

Work, seconded by Mr. Withers, and carried unanimously. 

 

Item 11F, was a request to approve a contract with CityScape for marketing of Cellular Communication 

Antenna sites.  CityScape Consultants, headquartered in Boca Raton, Florida, is the firm the Town is 

using to provide specialized consulting and engineering review services when evaluating the request to 

site cell towers in the Town of Dallas.  CityScape only works for local government clients, and in 

addition to engineering and technical reviews, they also specialize in marketing possible governmental 

sites to new carriers.  Upon request, they have submitted a proposed contract in which they would 

market the Town’s existing water tower on Ollie Way, off of Dallas-High Shoals Highway (Which has 

no current antenna sites located on it), as well as the property the Town owns near Ingles (for a new 

tower); as well as the Oakland Street water tower site (once Cricket leaves); and in return, should they 

generate any contracts for the Town that did not previously exist, they would be entitled to 25% of the 

revenue received.  CityScape would only make money from new revenues, and the Town would not be 

out-of-pocket for any expenses associated from their efforts if those efforts yielded no results.  In 

addition, they would manage the Town’s existing cell contracts for the future and renegotiate them upon 

expiration and, in return, would only receive payment if they increased those contracts by more than 

25% over existing terms.  In such circumstances, they would receive 15% of those newly negotiated 

amounts.  Under the terms of this contract, Dallas would have potential for substantial gain, with 

nothing to lose; should CityScape locate new opportunities.  In effect, they are working on 

“commission”, as they bring new money to the Town; of which they would receive a reasonable portion.  

The contract carries a five-year term, but can be cancelled by either party with 90 days written advance 

notice prior to the term expiration.  Otherwise, it would automatically renew for an additional five-year 

term.  Mr. Cearley made a motion to approve the contract with CityScape Consultants to market Cellular 

Communication Antenna sites as presented, seconded by Ms. Morrow, and carried unanimously. 

 

Item 11G, was a request to appoint James Palenick to the County Environmental Review Advisory 

Board.  Each three years, the Gaston County Board of Commissioners appoints a municipal 

representative to the County Environmental Review Advisory Board (this Board enforces the Gaston 

County Erosion & Sedimentation Control Ordinance), who represents Gaston County municipalities and 

does so in alphabetical, revolving order.  The current member, whose term is expiring represents 

Cramerton.  As such, it is Dallas’ turn to recommend a nominee.  Mr. Palenick has volunteered to serve 

on this Board as he believes very strongly in environmental protection and wants to see the storm water 

regulations fairly and properly enforced.  Mr. Cearley made a motion to recommend Mr. Palenick as the 

municipal representative to the Gaston County Board of Commissioners to serve on the County 

Environmental Review Advisory Board, seconded by Ms. Morrow, and carried unanimously. 

 

Item 11H, was a petition for voluntary, noncontiguous annexation of the Ole Dallas Brewery Property at 

136 Durkee Lane, Dallas.  Mr. Cliff Cloninger and Mr. Jerry Brooks, owners of a 7-acre parcel of 

property located at 136 Durkee Lane (an unincorporated area of Gaston County), which houses the 

fledgling Ole Dallas Brewery operation; have submitted a petition for the annexation of this property 

into the Town of Dallas. (Exhibit F) The property does fall within the agreed upon Sphere of Influence 

Agreement with the City of Gastonia, meaning that Gastonia would have no objection should Dallas 

choose to annex. The first step in addressing this petition, as prescribed by State Statute, is to forward 

the petition to the Town Clerk with direction to determine its sufficiency and for the Clerk to then report 

such findings back to the Board of Aldermen.  Mr. Cearley made a motion to direct the Clerk to 

determine the sufficiency of the petition, seconded by Ms. Morrow, and carried unanimously. 
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Item 11I, was the added item by Mr. Cearley to discuss a potential special event.  He would like to 

investigate bring New Millennium Championship Wrestling to Dallas.  He is of the understanding that 

the group charges $500 to perform and he would like to make the event free to the public.  Mr. Cearley 

will contact the group for more information and bring this information back to the Board at a future 

time. 

 

Item 11J, was a request from Mr. Palenick to hold a called meeting at 6:00 pm on Tuesday, June 23 after 

the scheduled Work Session at 5:00 pm.  This meeting would also include a closed session to discuss 

real estate.  Mr. Withers made a motion to hold a Work Session at 5:00 pm on Tuesday, June 23, 2015 to 

be followed by a Called Meeting at 6:00 pm, seconded by Ms. Morrow, and carried unanimously. 

 

Mr. Palenick gave a Manager’s Report, noting current projects.   

 

Mr. Withers made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Cearley, and carried unanimously. (7:44) 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________      _______________________ 

Rick Coleman, Mayor      Maria Stroupe, Town Clerk 
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