
 
MINUTES FOR BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING 

JULY 12, 2016 
6:00 PM 

 
 
The following elected officials were present: Mayor Coleman, Alderman Cearley, Alderman Huggins, Alderwoman Morrow, 
and Alderman Withers.  Alderwoman Thomas was absent. 
 
The following staff members were present: Barry Webb, Interim Town Manager; Maria Stroupe, Administrative Services 
Director; Town Attorney, Tom Hunn; Allen Scott, Police Chief; Doug Huffman, Electric Director; Steve Lambert, Fire Chief; 
Anne Martin, Recreation Director; and Martine Vaca, Development Services Director.  Bill Trudnak, Public Works Director, 
was absent. 
 
Mayor Coleman called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 
 
Mayor Coleman opened with the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
Mayor Coleman asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Mayor Coleman asked that Item 5E be 
deleted.  He also asked that three items be added: 5F – a resolution to lease/purchase a bucket truck, 11B – discussion of a 
possible Back to School Event, and 11C – discussion of traffic on N. Davis St.  Alderman Withers made a motion to approve 
the agenda, including the changes, seconded by Alderwoman Morrow, and carried unanimously. 
 
Alderman Withers made a motion to approve the minutes from the June 14th Regular Meeting and the April 28th Work 
Session, seconded by Alderman Huggins, and carried unanimously. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Item 5A was a Certificate of Sufficiency for Annexation Petition and possible setting of a public hearing.  At the June 14th 
meeting, the Board accepted a Petition for Noncontiguous Annexation filed by Michael Cloninger for property located at 
1108 E. Main St. and authorized the Town Clerk to investigate the sufficiency of the petition as called for in GS §160A-58.1.  
The Clerk has completed the investigation and the Certificate of Sufficiency. (Exhibit A) In compliance with the 
requirements of §160A-58.1, the Board is now authorized to accept the Certificate of Sufficiency and set a public hearing 
on the question of annexation.  The hearing would be scheduled for August 9, 2016.  
 
Item 5B was a Resolution Designating an Official to Make Recommendations on ABC Permit Applications.  NC General 
Statute §18B-904(f) addresses local government review and approval of the issuance of ABC permits.  More specifically, 
the statute states that “the governing body of a city or county may designate an official of the city or county, by name or 
by position, to make recommendations concerning the suitability of a person or of a location of an ABC permit.”  The 
statute also requires that the ABC Commission be notified of an official so designated by a city or county.  Chief Allen Scott 
is recommending that Lt. Robert Walls be designated as the official who will make recommendations on the issuance of 
ABC permits for the Town of Dallas.  A resolution officially designating Lt. Walls will be forwarded to the ABC Commission 
if approved. (Exhibit B) 
 
Item 5C was a request to approve several items as surplus property and to authorize their disposal.  The items for disposal 
are: 1) Administration Department - Kimball upright piano (Serial #N9285988), 2) Fire Department - 1978 Ford Fire Truck 
with 750 gallon per minute pump and 500 gallon water tank (VIN #C80JVBG5434), and 3) Electric Department - 2003 Model 
3610 Diesel Ditch Witch Trencher with backhoe attachments and 6-way backfill blade.  Upon declaration as surplus 
property, it is proposed that the piano and trencher be placed on the GovDeals online auction site for sale.  The fire truck 
will be donated to Gaston College. 
 
Item 5D was a proposal for bpscLLC for Construction and Installation of the Pedestrian Gateway.  The proposal from 
Allison Pell III, AIA of bpscLLC for the pedestrian gateway that will be erected adjacent to the Trade Street sidewalk at the 
point that the walkway from the new Town Center Parking Lot will connect to that sidewalk beside 130 W. Trade St. 



(Exhibit C) This proposal is based on the design for the pedestrian gateway that was presented to and endorsed by the 
Board at its work session of April 26, 2016.  As noted in the proposal, the full cost for this work will be $14,942.00.  This is 
being addressed as a design-build project, whereby the design firm is also responsible for the actual construction.  
Therefore, this is an actual project cost cited in the proposal and not just an estimate.  The timing of this work will be 
coordinated with the Town Center Parking Lot project since the walkway is a part of that project. 
 
Item 5E was the deleted item - Approval of Statement of Work from Centralina Council of Governments Regarding the 
Town of Dallas Code Enforcement Program. 
 
Item 5F was the added item of a resolution to authorize the lease/purchase of a bucket truck in the Electric Department.  
This was a budgeted item in the FY2016-17 Approved Budget.  The resolution is part of the purchase package required by 
the manufacturer ALTEC. (Exhibit D) 
 
Alderman Huggins made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented, seconded by Alderwoman Morrow, and 
carried unanimously. 
 
Recognition of Citizens: 
 
Mr. Curtis Wilson, 438 S. Gaston St., quoted Romans 12:21, “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” In 
light of current events in our country of mass shootings.  He prayed for our country, Town Leaders, Town Staff, the agenda, 
and the meeting. 
 
Special Events & Requests for In-Kind Services: 
 
Item 8A was a request from the Gaston County Museum to hold the third concert in the Summer Concert Series on August 
12, 2016. (Exhibit E)  Jason Luker submitted the request on behalf of the Museum to conduct the concert featuring Pat 
“Mother Blues” Cohen & Band.  As requested, this event would be held on Friday, August 12, 2016 from 6:30-8:30 pm.  It is 
also requested that Holland Street (between Trade and Main) and Main Street (between Gaston and Holland) be closed for 
this event, with these road closures beginning at 5:30 pm.  There will also be food and beverage concessions present 
during the time of the event.  The cost of the concert is $2,000 and the Museum is requesting that the Town cover this 
cost.  Funds are included within the adopted 2016-17 budget to cover this expense.  Alderman Withers made a motion to 
approve the event as presented, seconded by Alderman Huggins, and carried unanimously. 
 
Item 8B was a request by the Town of Dallas to hold the annual Dallas Fest event on Labor Day Weekend.  The requested 
event will be held on Saturday, September 3, 2016.  As in past years, the request includes the appropriate street closures, 
which consist of the following: W. Main Street from Gaston Street to Oakland Street; and Holland Street from Trade Street 
to W. Church Street.  Additionally, the request includes live music during the event and the operation of a beer sales tent 
as a fund-raiser for the Dallas Historic Courthouse Foundation (which will be staffed by volunteers).  Alderman Huggins 
made a motion to approve the event as presented, seconded by Alderwoman Morrow, and carried unanimously. 
 
Public Hearings: 
 
Item 9A was a Public Hearing for consideration of amendments to Section 153.016 (Fences in Residential Districts) of the 
Town of Dallas Zoning Code.  Alderman Withers made a motion to enter into the public hearing, seconded by Alderman 
Cearley, and carried unanimously.  Development Services Director Martine Vaca has proposed amendments that would 
address materials, height, maintenance, and location requirements for residential fences. (Exhibit F) The Dallas Planning 
Board met on June 16, 2016 to consider these amendments and voted unanimously to recommend adoption of the text 
amendments as proposed.  Alderman Cearley stated that on May 12, 2015 the Town adopted an ordinance pertaining to 
fences.  He believes that Item C should state “opaque” fences are required in the front yard so that police will be able to 
see into the yard before entering.  Ms. Vaca said that would be more appropriate in Item B and that she would bring that 
to the Planning Board at their next meeting.  Mr. James Hovis stated that he planned to put a fence on the Oakland Street 
side of his business property and wondered if this would impact his plans.  Ms. Vaca stated that she would be glad to take 
a look at the location, but believes there should be no impact.  Mr. Cearley stated that current ordinances need to be 



enforced.  Alderman Huggins made a motion to exit the public hearing, seconded by Alderman Cearley, and carried 
unanimously.  
 
Alderman Withers made a motion to approve the amendment to Fences in Residential Districts as presented, seconded by 
Alderman Huggins, and carried unanimously. 
 
Item 9B was a Public Hearing for consideration of an amendment to Section 153.012 (Obstructions to Vision at Street 
Intersections) of the Town of Dallas Zoning Code.  Alderman Withers made a motion to enter into the public hearing, 
seconded by Alderwoman Morrow, and carried unanimously.  Development Services Director Martine Vaca has proposed 
an amendment that would add a graphic depicting the sight triangle regulations for better understanding.  There is no 
change to the text. (Exhibit G) The Dallas Planning Board met on June 16, 2016 to consider this amendment and voted 
unanimously to recommend adoption of the amendment as proposed.  Alderman Cearley made a motion to exit the public 
hearing, seconded by Alderman Withers, and carried unanimously. 
 
Alderman Withers made a motion to approve the amendment to Obstruction to Vision at Street Intersections as 
presented, seconded by Alderman Huggins, and carried unanimously. 
 
 Item 9C was a Public Hearing for consideration of amendments to Section 153.002 (Definitions) of the Town of Dallas 
Zoning Code.  Alderman Cearley made a motion to enter into the public hearing, seconded by Alderwoman Morrow, and 
carried unanimously.  Development Services Director Martine Vaca has proposed amendments that would eliminate the 
current definition of types of Signs and replace this text with a new, expanded list of Flags and Signs definitions. (Exhibit H) 
The Dallas Planning Board met on June 16, 2016 to consider these amendments and voted unanimously to recommend 
adoption of the text amendments as proposed.  These amendments deal with definitions only, not with placement.  
Alderman Withers made a motion to exit the public hearing, seconded by Alderman Huggins, and carried unanimously. 
 
Alderman Withers made a motion to approve the amendments to Definitions as presented, seconded by Alderwoman 
Morrow, and carried unanimously. 
 
Item 9D was a Public Hearing for consideration of amendments to Section 153.080 (Signs Not Requiring Permits) of the 
Town of Dallas Zoning Code.  Alderman Withers made a motion to enter into the public hearing, seconded by Alderman 
Cearley, and carried unanimously.  Development Services Director Martine Vaca has proposed amendments that would 
eliminate the current list and replace it with an expanded and more detailed list of Signs Not Requiring Permits. (Exhibit I) 
The Dallas Planning Board met on June 16, 2016 to consider these amendments and voted unanimously to recommend 
adoption of the text amendment as proposed.  Mr. John O’Daly, 112 Brahman Ct., asked who would enforce the 
ordinance.  Ms. Vaca would be the one to enforce the ordinance.  He asked how she would enforce ordinances.  She stated 
that she makes visual observations through Town and she also investigates violations stemming from complaints.  Mr. 
O’Daly stated that he believed there were other things in Dallas needing attention besides signs, namely downtown.  
Alderman Withers made a motion to exit the public hearing, seconded by Alderman Cearley, and carried unanimously. 
 
Alderman Withers made a motion to approve the amendments to Signs Not Requiring Permits as presented, seconded by 
Alderman Huggins, and carried unanimously. 
 
Item 9E was a Public Hearing for consideration of amendments to Section 153.081 (Prohibited Signs) of the Town of Dallas 
Zoning Code.  Alderman Withers made a motion to enter into the public hearing, seconded by Alderman Cearley, and 
carried unanimously.  Development Services Director Martine Vaca has proposed amendments that would eliminate the 
current wording regarding Unsafe Signs and replace it with expanded and more detailed working on Prohibited Signs. 
(Exhibit J) The Dallas Planning Board met on June 16, 2016 to consider these amendments and voted unanimously to 
recommend adoption of the text amendment as proposed.  Alderman Cearley made a motion to exit the public hearing, 
seconded by Alderman Withers, and carried unanimously. 
 
Alderman Huggins made a motion to approve the amendments to Prohibited Signs, along with an addition to item I to 
read “also known as billboards”; seconded by Alderman Withers; and carried unanimously. 
 



Item 9F was a Public Hearing for consideration of amendments to Section 153.009 (Accessory Structures on Residential 
Lots) of the Town of Dallas Zoning Code.  Alderman Withers made a motion to enter into the public hearing, seconded by 
Alderman Huggins, and carried unanimously.  Development Services Director Martine Vaca has proposed amendments 
that would eliminate the current wording regarding the Location of Accessory Buildings on Residential Lots and replace it 
with expanded wording on Accessory Structures on Residential Lots, which includes coverage for swimming pools. (Exhibit 
K) The Dallas Planning Board met on June 16, 2016 to consider these amendments and voted unanimously to recommend 
adoption of the text amendment as proposed.  Mr. Bob Kendrick, S. Groves St., stated that we had been here 45 minutes 
and that time has been wasted on things that don’t matter.  Mayor Coleman stated that this is not wasted time, and that 
the Town needs enforceable ordinances and that Ms. Vaca is trying to clear up deficiencies in the Zoning Code.  Alderman 
Withers made a motion to exit the public hearing, seconded by Alderman Huggins, and carried unanimously. 
 
Alderman Huggins made a motion to approve the amendments to Accessory Structures on Residential Lots as presented, 
seconded by Alderman Withers, and carried unanimously. 
 
Old Business: 
 
None 
 
New Business:  
 
Item 11A was a request to adopt a Resolution Supporting the Gaston College Area Sidewalk and Crosswalks Project 
Application for Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Funding. (Exhibit L) Essentially, the new application 
combines the project elements of the two previously submitted CMAQ applications (C-5508 and C5606D) into one project, 
which should benefit the Town in regards to attracting bidders and eliminating duplicate cost elements (such as project 
mobilization).  The resulting project would consist of approximately 3,000 linear feet of sidewalk construction in the 
following locations; on the western side of US-321B from McDonald’s to the US Post Office; on the northern side of NC-
279/275 from Walgreens to the intersection of the Gaston College Access Road; and on the southern side of NC-279/275 
from the Gaston College Access Road to the access road to Gaston County Park.  The project would also include marked 
crosswalks and pedestrian signals at the intersection of Gaston College Access Road and NC-279/275.  Total estimated cost 
of the project at this point is $482,795, of which the Town would be responsible for $99,016.  Alderman Huggins made a 
motion to adopt the resolution as presented, seconded by Alderwoman Morrow, and carried unanimously. 
 
Item 11B was the added item to discuss a Back to School Event.  Discussion was in favor of an event with the suggestion 
that the Police Department co-ordinate the event.  Chief Scott with bring back a proposal for the July 26th meeting. 
 
Item 11C was the added item to discuss traffic on N. Davis Street.  A resident in the 100 block of N. Davis Street has 
requested that the street be designated one way only going north from Main Street to Trade Street.  Currently, the street 
is designated as “No Trucks Allowed”.  Alderman Huggins made a motion to set a public hearing on the topic of designating 
the 100 block of N. Davis St. as one way going north for August 9th, seconded by Alderwoman Morrow, and carried 
unanimously. 
 
Manager’s Report 
 
Mr. Webb gave an update on various Town projects.  Mayor Coleman thanked Mr. Webb for his time in Dallas, as this is 
his last regular Board Meeting as Interim Town Manager. 
 
Closed Session: 
 
Alderman Withers made a motion to enter into a closed session as provided for in GS §143.318.1 to discuss matters 
relating to the location or expansion of industries or other businesses in the area served by the public good, seconded by 
Alderwoman Morrow, and carried unanimously.   
 
Alderman Withers made a motion to exit the public hearing, seconded by Alderwoman Morrow, and carried unanimously.  
No action was taken. 



 
 
 
 
 
Alderman Withers made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Alderwoman Morrow, and carried unanimously.  (8:00) 
 
 
 
 
                                  

Rick Coleman, Mayor             Maria Stroupe, Town Clerk 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


