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MINUTES FOR BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING 

May 12
th

, 2015 

6:00 PM 

 

 

The following elected officials were present:  Mayor Coleman, Alderman Cearley, Alderman Huggins, 

Alderwoman Morrow, and Alderman Withers.  Alderwoman Malker was absent. 

 

The following staff members were present:  Jim Palenick, Interim Town Manager; Maria Stroupe, 

Administrative Services Director; Town Attorney, Tom Hunn; Gary Buckner, Police Chief; Bill Trudnak, 

Public Works Director; Doug Huffman, Electric Director; Steve Lambert, Fire Chief; Anne Martin, Recreation 

Director; and Jack Kiser, Development Services Director.   

  

The Mayor Coleman called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.   

 

Mayor Coleman opened with the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.   

 

Mayor Coleman asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Mayor Coleman asked that Item 

10B be deleted from the agenda, as the Dallas Historic Courthouse Foundation had not been able to meet on the 

subject.  Mayor Coleman also stated that Item 8A needed to be added to address a request from the First Baptist 

Church.  Mr. Huggins made a motion to approve the agenda with the one deletion and one addition, seconded 

by Mr. Cearley, and carried unanimously. 

 

Mr. Withers made a motion to approve the minutes from the April 14, 2015 regular meeting and the April 28, 

2015 work session, seconded by Mr. Huggins, and carried unanimously. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

  

Item 5Awas a request to adopt a resolution in support of “Respect for Law Week”.  Each year in May the Town 

honors our law enforcement professionals by recognizing “Respect for Law Week” by formally adopting a 

resolution. (Exhibit A) This year the week of May 10
th

 through May 16
th

 is the official time established for this 

recognition. 

 

Item 5B was a request to approve the uncollectable accounts for May, 2015 in the amount of $17,793.24. 

 

Mr. Huggins made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented, seconded by Ms. Morrow, and 

carried unanimously. 

 

Recognition of Citizens: 

 

Mr. Curtis Wilson, 438 S. Gaston St., suggested that outdoor movie nights be considered as part of the Town 

Sponsored Events line item that was discussed at the Work Session in April.  He suggested behind the Museum 

as a possible site.  Mr. Wilson prayed over the agenda, Board of Aldermen, and the meeting. 

 

Mr. Earnest Yon, 302 S. Rhyne St., stated that he would have liked prior knowledge of “Respect for Law 

Week”, so that he and other citizens could be involved in honoring the Police in Dallas.  Tonight’s meeting is 

the first he heard of it and it is this week. 

 

Ms. Laura Stroupe, 116 W. Trade St., spoke in opposition to the possible cell tower near E. Church St.  This is 

next to downtown and the historic district.  She believes the tower will devalue nearby properties.  She stated 

that she was representing downtown Dallas business owners. 
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Mr. John O’Daly, 112 Brahman Ct., asked that a number of accounts be given, as well as the total dollar amount 

of uncollectables.  He understands that the names are confidential.  He also agrees with Ms. Stroupe and is 

against any additional cell phone towers in Dallas. 

 

Ms. Sarah Jordan, 511 Colorado Trail, stated that she does not live near the proposed cell tower, or even within 

the Town Limits, but is speaking on behalf of those who do not know about the proposal or who are not present 

for whatever reason.  She asked the Board to consider the health risks.  She has looked up information on the 

internet.  She has discovered that there are 18 towers within three miles of the Administration Building in 

Dallas and that 11 of these are not registered.  She had printed off various sheets of data concerning cell towers 

and asked to give the Board members copies after the meeting. 

 

Recognition of Employees: 
 

None 

 

Special Events & Requests for In-Kind Services: 

 

Item 8A was the added item concerning a request from the First Baptist Church.  The church is desiring to adopt 

S. Spargo St. between E. Church St. and E. Holly St. in order to clean it up a few times per month.  They are 

requesting help from the Town in the form of safety vests and trash bags.  (Exhibit B)  Mr. Withers made a 

motion to approve the request from First Baptist Church and for the Town to assist in providing the requested 

supplies, seconded by Mr. Huggins, and carried unanimously. 

 

Public Hearing: 

 
Item 9A was a Public Hearing for the final close-out of the CDBG Grant Project.  Mr. Cearley made a motion to 

enter into the Public Hearing, seconded by Mr. Withers, and carried unanimously.  Now that the Town has fully 

completed the construction of the Phase IV water-line reconstruction project, which was financed, in large part, by 

the $750,000 CDBG Grant, a final Public Hearing must be conducted to receive any public input relating to the 

project and how it met its original aims.  Mr. Palenick stated that Ralph Hodge Construction has completed the 

project on time and on budget.  He also complemented them on their handling of the project.  Mr. Cearley asked that 

the area of the project be defined.  Mr. Trudnak stated that the project consisted of the area from W. Carpenter St., 

south to Gibbs St., and east to Gaston St.  Ms. Mary Boyce, 518 E. Peachtree St., asked when the pot holes created 

by what she assumed was work on the project, would be paved?  She understood that gravel is placed in holes and 

must settle before paving.  In response, Mr. Trudnak stated that the pot-holes she was referring to on Peachtree street 

were actually the result of a small, sewer repair project initiated by the Town, and that the paving and repair of those 

areas identified were underway and should be addressed within the next three weeks.  Mr. Palenick stated that the 

engineering firm of Engineering Services had overseen the project and he commended them on their design and 

oversight. Following no other public comments, Mr. Cearley made a motion to exit the Public Hearing, seconded by 

Ms. Morrow, and carried unanimously.  No action was required. 

 

Old Business: 

 

Item 10A was a request to reschedule the Public Hearing and possible action on the Special Use Permit request 

for a cell tower located near E. Church St. and S. College St. to June 9, 2015.  The Planning Board has met on 

this item, but at their last meeting decided to continue their meeting until May 21
st
 in order to obtain additional 

information from the State Historic Preservation Society and results of a study to determine supportability.  

After completion of the Planning Board meeting, a recommendation will be made to the Board of Aldermen for 

consideration at the June 9, 2015 meeting. (Exhibit C) Mr. Withers made a motion to reschedule the Public 
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Hearing and possible action on the Special Use Permit request for a cell tower to June 9, 2015 as requested, 

seconded by Mr. Cearley, and carried unanimously. 

 

Item 10B was the deleted item from the Dallas Historic Courthouse Foundation requesting Town funding for 

design and contract administration of the Public Plaza/ Gazebo/Band Shell improvements. 

 

Item 10C was a request to adopt, upon a second reading, the Ordinance Amendment to the Town Zoning Code 

establishing fence standards in residential districts. (Exhibit D) As per G.S. §160A-75, “no ordinance nor any 

action having the effect of any ordinance may be finally adopted on the date on which it is introduced except by 

an affirmative vote equal to or greater than two thirds of all the actual membership of the council.”  For Dallas, 

4 affirmative votes would be required.  This amendment was first brought to the Board at the April 14, 2015 

meeting.  The vote in April was 3 – 2 in favor of the amendment, which was not sufficient to pass the ordinance 

on the first reading.  Mr. Withers made a motion to approve amending the Zoning Code to establish fence 

standards in residential districts as first approved at the April meeting by a 3 – 2 vote, seconded by Ms. 

Morrow, and carried unanimously. 

 

New Business: 

 

Item 11A was a request to amend the loan agreement with Dallas High School Apartments LLC to replace 

William Farris as a co-managing partner with Lutheran Services Carolinas.  On October 31, 2002, the Town of 

Dallas entered into a development agreement with William Farris and Scott Redinger, co-managing partners of 

Dallas High School Apartments LLC, to seek a $250,000 CDBG loan to assist the redevelopment of the old 

Dallas High School as 33 senior apartments.  Later, in a promissory note dated April 12, 2005, the Town loaned 

the LLC $230,000 of the funds at 2% interest and a 20-year amortization rate, with only interest due each year, 

and a balloon payment due on December 10, 2024.  The project went well and continues to be well managed 

and maintained and is always fully occupied.  Now, William Farris, one of the original principals, has sold his 

interest to Lutheran Services Carolinas and the Town must formally approve of this change within the terms of 

its loan agreement. (Exhibit E)  Lutheran Services Carolinas is a well-regarded, faith-based owner and operator 

of many quality housing facilities throughout the Carolinas and will make a fine successor to Mr. Farris as a co-

managing partner.  This is simply an administrative move and no other terms of the agreement will change as a 

result.  Mr. Huggins made a motion to amend the loan agreement with Dallas High School Apartments LLC to 

replace William Farris as a co-managing partner with Lutheran Services Carolinas as presented, seconded by 

Ms. Morrow, and carried unanimously. 

 

Item 11B was a request to approve a resolution adopting the 5-year Local Water Supply Plan for NCDENR.  

For communities who operate and provide municipal potable water systems in the State of North Carolina, the 

State Department of Environment and Natural Resources requires an approved and adopted Water Supply Plan, 

which must be updated at least every 5 years.  Recently, NCDENR accepted Dallas’ update, dated 2012, which 

now must be formally adopted by action of the Board of Aldermen. (Exhibit F) Mr. Withers made a motion to 

approve the resolution adopting the Local Water Supply Plan as accepted by NCDENR, seconded by Mr. 

Huggins, and carried unanimously. 

 

Item 11C was a petition for voluntary, noncontiguous annexation submitted by Steve and Maria Mason.  Mr. 

and Mrs. Mason are requesting that the Town annex 41 acres of vacant land adjoin the south margin of 

Ratchford Road and the west margin of US-321. (Exhibit G) This is the same annexation the Board denied on 

October 8, 2013, with an additional 13 acres in this request.  At this time, the Masons have stated that their 

proposed use of the property is undecided.  In order to move forward with the request, the Board must direct the 

Town Clerk to investigate the sufficiency of the petition to determine if it meets the standards of G.S. §160A-

58.1.  Mr. Cearley made a motion to direct the Town Clerk to investigate the sufficiency of the petition and to 

report the findings back to the Board on June 9, 2015, seconded by Ms. Morrow, and carried unanimously. 
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Mr. Palenick gave a Manager’s Report, noting current projects.  He reminded the Board and audience of the 

Budget Work Session scheduled for Thursday, May 14, 2015 at 6:00 pm at the Fire Department Community 

Room. 

 

Mr. Withers made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Huggins, and carried unanimously. (6:42) 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________      _______________________ 

Rick Coleman, Mayor      Maria Stroupe, Town Clerk 
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