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MINUTES FOR BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING 

March 10
th

,  2015 

6:00 PM 

 

 

The following elected officials were present:  Mayor Coleman, Alderman Cearley, Alderman Huggins, and 

Alderwoman Morrow.  Alderman Withers and Alderwoman Malker were absent. 

 

The following staff members were present:  Jim Palenick, Interim Town Manager; Kelly Carter, Deputy Town 

Clerk/Administrative Assistant; Tom Hunn, Town Attorney; Gary Buckner, Police Chief; Bill Trudnak, Public 

Works Director and Anne Martin, Recreation Director.   

  

The Mayor Coleman called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.   

 

Mayor Coleman opened with the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.   

 

Mayor Coleman asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Mayor Coleman asked that Item 

11D be moved in front of  11A and that 11E be added – Cameras in Police Cars.  Mr. Cearley made a motion to 

approve the agenda with the two changes, seconded by Ms. Morrow, and carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor Coleman noted that the minutes from the Budget Work Session showed a date of January 14
th

, but 

should read January 24
th

.  This correction will be made.  Ms. Morrow made a motion to approve the minutes 

from the January 13, 2015 regular meeting and the January 24, 2015 Budget Work Session, seconded by Mr. 

Cearley, and carried unanimously. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

  

Request to approve uncollectable accounts for March 2015, in the amount of $ 6,705.86. Mr. Cearley made a 

motion to approve the request, seconded by Ms. Morrow, and carried unanimously. 

 

Recognition of Citizens: 

 

Curtis Wilson, 438 S. Gaston Street, quoted Biblical passages in support of the Town, and in support of the 

Board’s public service. 

 

Recognition of Employees: 
 

James Patrick McSwain was to be recognized for 10 years of services with the Town of Dallas.  He was unable 

to attend. 

 

Nikki Jeanee Stines was to be recognized for 5 years of services with the Town of Dallas.  She was unable to 

attend. 

 

Lynn Rae Nicol was recognized for 5 years of service with the Town of Dallas.  Lynn was hired on February 

17, 2010 as a Telecommunicator in the Police Department, where she continues to serve the Town of Dallas.  

Her commitment and dedication to serving the Town and its citizens is greatly appreciated. 

 

John Watts was introduced as the new Senior Electric Line Technician, John is replacing an employee that 

resigned. 

 

Dylan Long was introduced as the New Line Clearance Trimmer/Landscaper. 
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Special Events & Requests for In-Kind Services: 

 

Item 8A was a request to approve the Community Awareness Day and Spring Fling at Jaggers Park.  This event 

will be April 4, 2015 from 10:00 am to 6:00pm.  The event was originally expected to draw some 300 

participants and include a softball game between Dallas residents along with Town employees from Police, fire, 

and public utilities; feature a cook-out and serve as a general meet-n-greet opportunity for residents to see and 

use the improved Jaggers Park facilities.  Also included is an Easter egg hunt for children.  However, with the 

Jaggers Park improvements delayed, the event will now be more limited to just the children’s  Easter Egg hunt 

and community gatherings, with a more extensive event to be scheduled for a later Jaggers Park dedication as 

requested, Item 8B was a request by the Gaston County Museum of Arts and History to hold it’s annual Easter 

Egg Hunt for children from 1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. on March 29, 2015.  Mr. Huggins made a motion to approve 

both events as requested, seconded by Ms. Morrow, and carried unanimously. 

 

Public Hearing: 

 
Item 9A was a Public Hearing on the request to Adopt an Ordinance Allowing for and Regulating “Food Trucks” 

Within the Town Center of Dallas.  Mr. Huggins made a motion to enter into the public hearing, seconded by Ms. 

Morrow, and carried unanimously.  The Draft Food Truck Ordinance, which was discussed and reviewed at the 

February 24th Board Work Session, is now in final form and presented for the Board’s Action.   The Ordinance 

defines “Food Trucks”; establishes a program for permitting their operation on certain days and hours along 

designated portions of N. Holland and W. Main Streets fronting the Town Square; establishes permit and lease fees; 

and sets a number of requirements for maintaining a safe, clean, and healthy environment in which they must 

operate.  This Ordinance would take immediate effect upon its adoption. Following the Hearing in which no public 

comment was received, Mr. Cearley made a motion to exit the public hearing, seconded by Ms. Morrow, and carried 

unanimously. Motion by Mr. Cearley, seconded by Ms. Morrow to Approve the Ordinance as submitted and carried 

unanimously.  However with only 3 Board members present, Ordinance will return for Final ratification at the April 

Meeting. 

 

Item 9B called for a Public Hearing on a Zoning Code Amendment Establishing Residential Fence Standards – 

Request to Forward to Planning Board for Review.  This “new” version of the Ordinance to go first to the Planning 

Board at their March Meeting for recommendation, so that it will then return to the Board of Aldermen in April.  

Following no public comment, Mr. Cearley made a motion to exit the public hearing and send to the Planning Board, 

seconded by Ms. Morrow, and carried unanimously. 

 

Old Business: 

 

Item 10A That the Board of Aldermen Approve The Town of Dallas Resumes the Display of the Nativity Scene 

During the Christmas Season.  The Nativity Scene Shall Consist of the Traditional Nativity Scene Displayed by 

the Town in the Past, in Addition to at Least (4) Secular Christmas Symbols.  The Secular Symbols are to be 

Displayed with the Nativity Scene.  This Action Ensures that the Town Comes Within the Purview of the 

United States Supreme Court Decision Regarding Government Displaying Nativity Scenes Outlined in Lynch 

vs. Donnely 465 U.S. 668(1994) and County of Alleghany vs. ACLU of Pittsburgh 492 U.S. 573 (1989).  

Motion by Mr. Huggins, seconded by Ms. Morrow to approve as stated herein.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Item 10B Request to Approve Resolution Adopting Gaston, Cleveland, Lincoln, Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

In order for the three-County Region of Gaston, Cleveland, and Lincoln Counties, along with their component 

municipalities, to be and remain eligible to receive Federal FEMA funding through the Hazard Mitigation Grant 

Program; and Flood Mitigation Assistance Program; all such component municipalities must formally adopt and 

approve a Hazard mitigation Plan.  Such plan has been prepared with the participation of all of the involved 

municipalities and is recommended for approval. Mr. Cearley made a motion to approve the Resolution 
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Adopting the Gaston, Cleveland, Lincoln, Hazard Mitigation Plan, seconded by Ms. Morrow, and carried 

unanimously. 

 

New Business: 

 

11D Application to award a $5,000 Façade Improvement Grant, Under the TOP TIER Program, for 

Improvements at 138 N. Gaston Avenue; Steve Ratchford, Applicant.  That the Board of Aldermen, Keeping 

with the Recommendation of the Review Committee, Approve and Grant a $5,000 Façade Improvement Grant 

to Steve Ratchford and Ratchford Tire Service for Façade improvements at 138 N. Gaston Ave, Consistent with 

the TOP TIER Grant Application Submitted.  Mr. Cearley made a motion to approve the Award of $5,000 for 

the Façade Improvement Grant seconded by Ms. Morrow, and carried unanimously. 

 

11A Request to Award a Contract Renewal for the Provision of Employees Health Care Insurance Coverage for 

the Period April 1, 2015 through March 31, 2016 to Lake Norman Benefits, for the United Healthcare Heritage 

Plan CWA5/27A HDHP at a yearly premium cost of #334,455.36 along with approval to Deposit $1,200 into 

each individual Health Savings Plan (HSA) held on behalf of Town Employees and officials covered by the 

Town Healthcare coverage program for the Provision of Comprehensive Employee Health Care Coverage by 

the Town Health Care Coverage Program.  Mr. Huggins made the motion to approve the Contract for Renewal 

and seconded by Mr. Cearley, and carried unanimously. 

 

11B  Request to award a Contract for the Provision of Voluntary, Employee-Paid, Ancillary Insurance 

Coverage for the Period April 1, 2015 Through March 21, 1016.  That the Board of Aldermen Award the 

Contract for the Provision of Voluntary, Employee-Paid, Ancillary Insurance Coverages to Lake Norman 

Benefits for Life and ADD and Dental Coverage with Principal Financial for the Quoted Yearly Premium Costs 

of $2,484.00 and $22,436.40 Respectively; and Eyemed, for Vision Coverage, at the Quoted Yearly Premium 

cost of $4,884.32.  Mr. Huggins, following lengthy discussion, instead made a motion to award the coverage to 

the existing provider, Alwayscare, through the existing Broker, Penley & Associates, at the existing premium 

cost, and seconded by Ms. Morrow, and carried unanimously. 

 

11C That the Board of Aldermen formally Approve the Amendment to the FY 2014-2015 Town Budget,  

providing designated funding for the TOP TIER Economic Incentive Program.  Mr. Cearly made the motion to 

Approve the Budget Amendment, seconded by Mr. Huggins, and carried unanimously. 

 

11E Request to Amend the FY2014-15 Budget to Transfer $9,600 from General Fund unreserved Fund Balance 

to Police Department Equipment purchase to cover the purchase of 2 in-car cameras for cars assigned to the 

Chief and detective.  Ms. Morrow made the motion and seconded by Mr. Cearley, to approve. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Mr. Palenick’s Manager’s Report indicated no Department Issues or Updates. 

 

At 7:36 p.m., Mr. Huggins made a Motion to exit the Regular Meeting to go into closed, Executive Session in 

order to discuss strategy leading to negotiations on the purchase of real property.  Seconded by Mr. Cearley and 

carried unanimously 

 

At 8:20 p.m. A motion was offered by Alderman Cearley and seconded by Alderwoman Morrow to exit the 

Executive session.  Motion carried unanimously.  With no further business to conduct. A motion to adjourn was 

made by Anderman Huggins, seconded by Mr. Cearley carried unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:21 p.m. 

 

____________________      _______________________ 

Rick Coleman, Mayor      Maria Stroupe, Town Clerk 
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