
MINUTES FOR BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING 
JANUARY 12, 2016 

6:00 PM 
 
 
The following elected officials were present: Mayor Coleman, Alderman Cearley, Alderman Huggins, Alderwoman Morrow, 
Alderwoman Malker-Thomas, and Alderman Withers. 
 
The following staff members were present: Jim Palenick, Interim Town Manager; Maria Stroupe, Administrative Services 
Director; Town Attorney, Tom Hunn; Gary Buckner, Police Chief; Doug Huffman, Electric Director; Bill Trudnak, Public Works 
Director; Anne Martin, Recreation Director; and Jack Kiser, Development Services Director.   Steve Lambert, Fire Chief, was 
absent. 
 
Mayor Coleman called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 
 
Mayor Coleman opened with the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
Mayor Coleman asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Alderman Withers asked that a Closed Session 
be added.  Alderman Withers made a motion to approve the agenda, including the added Closed Session, seconded by 
Alderwoman Morrow, and carried unanimously. 
 
Alderwoman Malker-Thomas made a motion to approve the minutes from the December 8th Regular Meeting, seconded by 
Alderman Withers, and carried unanimously. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Item 5A was presentation of the FY 2014-15 Comprehensive Financial Report (Audit) by Lowdermilk Church & Company.  
Carol Avery, CPA, presented an overview of the financial highlights from the audit. (Exhibit A)  Upon completion of the 
presentation, Alderman Withers made a motion to formally accept the audit presented by Lowdermilk Church & Company; 
seconded by Alderwoman Morrow, and carried unanimously. 
 
Recognition of Citizens: 
 
Ms. Kim Withers, 425 S. Gaston St., stated that on October 20, 2015 her household experienced an interruption in their water 
service and had to replace the water service line from the meter to the residence.  This event cost approximately $1800.  She 
stated that she knew of several other residences had experienced similar issues around that time and also, the Dallas Fire 
Department had responded to three calls concerning this type of issue.  She believes these events happened near the time 
the Town pressurized water lines.  She asked that the Board look into these events to determine liability. 
 
Mr. Curtis Wilson, 438 S. Gaston St., prayed for our country, Town Leaders, Town Staff, the agenda, and the meeting. 
 
Employee Recognition: 
 
None 
 
Special Events & Requests for In-Kind Services: 
 
None 
 
Public Hearings: 
 
Item 9A was a Public Hearing that was continued from December 8, 2015.  On that date, the Board conducted a very detailed 
quasi-judicial hearing in response to the SCI Towers application for a Special Use permit to erect a cellular communications 
tower on property within the Town of Dallas near East Webb and South College Streets.  The Board felt it needed additional 



time to fully digest and consider all of the information received at the Hearing prior to making its final decision, so the 
hearing was continued to this meeting for any final wrap-up discussion, further input, and final decision.  Federal Law does 
set certain timing requirements for local jurisdictions to act on such requests, and based on this application’s first submission 
date, the Board must take final action on the request at this meeting.  Mayor Coleman swore in possible new witnesses.  
Attorney Tom Hunn stated that anyone sworn in at the previous public hearing would not need to be sworn in again tonight.  
Mayor Coleman then asked the Board of Aldermen the following questions to determine if any of their answers had changed 
since the public hearing was opened in December: 1) Has anyone visited the site? Alderman Cearley and Alderwoman Malker 
Thomas live near the proposed site. The other three Board members answered no. 2) Has anyone had any ex parte 
communication concerning this proposal? Alderman Withers stated he had been asked about the topic in the grocery store, 
but had informed the citizen that he could not discuss the matter.  The other Board members answered no. 3) Does anyone 
have any specialized knowledge of the case? All answered no. 4) Does anyone have a personal opinion about the proposal 
that is not subject to change? All answered no. 5) Is anyone a family member or have close business relationships with any of 
the applicants? All answered no. 6) Does anyone have a financial interest in the outcome of the case? All answered no. 7) 
Does anyone have any type of conflict of interest? All answered no. 
 
Mr. Louie Dean, 123 Stonecrest Dr., spoke in support of the cell tower.  He owns a residential property next to the proposed 
site and has no problem with the site.  He also owns a business in Town and has terrible Verizon service in that building.  He 
supports the tower and believes it will be an improvement for his business lines. 
 
Mayor Coleman asked for a motion to close the public hearing.  Alderman Withers made a motion to close the public hearing, 
seconded by Alderman Cearley, and carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Frank Longest, Attorney for SCI Towers, objected to the closure of the public hearing, as he wanted to present additional 
testimony and had new witnesses in attendance.  Mayor Coleman stated that ample time had been allowed last month.  Mr. 
Longest continued to object.  Mayor Coleman stated that all additional information was to have been submitted one week 
prior to this meeting and none had been presented.  Mr. Longest continued to object to the closure.  Mayor Coleman 
informed Mr. Longest that he was out of order, as the public is not allowed to speak once a public hearing has been closed.  
Mr. Longest asked that the public hearing be re-opened and Mayor Coleman declined.  Mr. Longest again requested that 
additional information be allowed and Mayor Coleman again informed him that he was out of order and stated that if Mr. 
Longest interrupted the meeting again, he would be removed.  Mayor Coleman stated that the Board and the Planning Board 
has spent numerous hours on hearing testimony and reading provided material, which has enabled them to render a 
decision.  Attorney Hunn asked that supplemental information provided by CityScape on December 23rd be removed from the 
agenda and from consideration in light of the decision not to allow any additional information tonight, even though it was 
submitted in advance.  With no additional testimony allowed, CityScape cannot offer any commentary or explanation of the 
material, and the information was not sworn to.    Mr. Longest again addressed Mayor Coleman, who warned him if he 
interrupted again, he would be removed from the meeting.  Mr. Longest continued to speak.  Mayor Coleman had Chief 
Buckner escort Mr. Longest from the meeting room.   
 
Mayor Coleman asked for a motion to deny the issuance of the requested special use permit because the applicant has failed 
to prove by substantial competent and relevant evidence that locating antennas on the Town of Dallas Water Tank is 
unfeasible due to technical constraints.  There was no motion.   
 
Alderman Cearley stated that his main concern has been for the health of the surrounding residents.  If that is not an issue, 
he sees no other problems with the proposed site.  There has been no information submitted suggesting possible health 
risks. Alderman Cearley made a motion to approve the application, seconded by Alderwoman Morrow.  Attorney Hunn 
reiterated that the only item in question under the ordinance is the feasibility of locating on the Water Tank.  The applicant 
has the responsibility to prove that due to technical constraints, they cannot locate on the Town’s Water Tank.  The applicant 
has met the other six criteria of the ordinance, so this one item is the only one in question.  Mayor Coleman reiterated the 
Town’s current zoning ordinance relating to cell towers.  
 
Attorney Hunn asked each Board member if they could render a decision without considering the information provided in the 
agenda packet by CityScape on December 23rd.  Each Board member stated that they could render a decision without 
considering the information provided by CityScape. 
 



Mayor Coleman asked the Board to be aware of the ordinance and to be careful not to violate the Town’s ordinance. 
 
Alderman Withers asked why Mr. Kiser had given SCI Towers this location as a possible site, when the original site applied for 
was rejected by the NC SHPO.  Attorney Hunn reminded the Board that Mr. Kiser could not respond with additional 
testimony.  They must rely on Mr. Kiser’s testimony from December 8th.  
 
The motion on the floor was restated for the record; to grant the application because the applicant has proven by substantial 
competent evidence that locating on the Town’s Water Tank is not feasible due to technical contraints.  The motion was 
approved by the following vote:  Yays – Alderman Cearley, Alderman Huggins, Alderwoman Morrow, and Alderman Withers.  
Nays – Alderwoman Malker Thomas. 
 
Old Business: 
 
None 
 
New Business:  
 
Item 11A was a request to declare as surplus and offer for public sale a 350Kw, Detroit diesel electric stand-by generator 
formerly installed at the Water Treatment Plant.  For over 20 years, the Town of Dallas has maintained and operated this 
generator.  The unit has been replaced in this year’s budget, so the old unit can be declared as surplus and offered for sale to 
the highest bidder on GovDeals.  Proceeds from the sale will returned to the Water/Sewer Fund as revenue from sale of 
surplus property.  Alderman Huggins made a motion to declare the 350Kw, Detroit diesel electric stand-by generator from 
the Water Treatment Plant as surplus and to offer it for public sale to the highest bidder on GovDeals, seconded by 
Alderwoman Malker-Thomas, and carried unanimously. 
 
Item 11B was a request to award a contract for Civic Building roof and awning improvements and to approve a budget 
amendment to the FY 2015-16 budget to fund this unbudgeted repair.  Staff had planned to budget for this improvement in 
the FY2016-17 budget, but the roof has begun to leak and in order to protect the building, the time-table has been moved 
up.  The roof, as well as the fabric awnings, will match the dark forest green color scheme consistent with the Courthouse 
roof and the picnic shelters at Jaggers Park and Cloninger Park.  After soliciting bids for the complete replacement of the roof, 
along with the replacement of the exterior fabric awnings and electrical upgrades under the roof required to bring the 
structure up to current building code; the low-bid results are: 
 

 Standing-seam metal roof (50-year warranty) – CMC Homes, Dallas, NC         $18,496.12 

 Electrical upgrades to meet code (under roof) – Dallas Electric & Plumbing, Gastonia, NC   $  3,500.00 

 Exterior fabric awnings – Alpha Canvas & Tent, Charlotte, NC             $  1,890.00 
$23,886.12 

 
A budget amendment, budgeting funds from the General Fund Fund Balance, will cover the cost of the project.  (Exhibit B)  
Alderman Huggins made a motion to approve the bids and the budget amendment for the replacement of the Civic Building 
roof, awnings, and electrical upgrades; seconded by Alderman Cearley; and carried unanimously. 
 
Item 11C was a request from the Gaston Arts Council for financial support for the “ARTS in the Park” festival.  The Gaston Arts 
Council has been successfully conducting a summer art & music event in the Dallas Park for over a decade, which has come to 
be known as “ARTS in the Park”.  Each year the event has grown and expanded, which has in turn caused the expenses to 
increase.  Revenues from sponsors and vendors have not kept pace.  The 2016 event is budgeted to cost approximately 
$14,500, with identified revenues of only $4,500.  This leaves a net loss of $10,000.  For this reason, the Gaston Arts Council 
is asking the Town of Dallas to consider providing some level of financial support to assist with this year’s festival.  (Exhibit C)  
Also, Jason Luker, Program Coordinator of Gaston County Museum of Art & History, was present to request financial support 
for the upcoming concert events scheduled by the Museum.  (Exhibit D)  The FY 2015-16 budget allocates $30,000 for “Town 
Sponsored Events”, of which approximately $13,000 has been spent.  Alderman Withers made a motion to approve $2500 in 
financial support to the Gaston Arts Council for “ARTS in the Park” and $2500 in financial support to the Gaston County 
Museum for MerleFest, seconded by Alderwoman Malker-Thomas, and carried unanimously. 
 



Item 11D was a request by Alderwoman Morrow to formally recommend to the Gaston County Board of Elections that the 
precinct location recently moved to the Citizens Resource Center from the Dallas Civic Building be returned to the Dallas Civic 
Building.  Alderwoman Morrow believes that the traffic pattern on the Dallas Cherryville Highway is too dangerous for older 
people driving to the Citizens Resource Center.  The Board was in agreement with the request.  Alderwoman Morrow made a 
motion to direct the Town Manager to write a formal letter to the Board of Elections requesting the precinct location be 
moved back to the Dallas Civic Building, seconded by Alderwoman Malker-Thomas, and carried unanimously. 
 
Item 11E was a request by Alderman Withers to discuss possible amendments to the Election Campaign Signage Ordinance.  
Many local jurisdictions restrict the placement of election campaign signage within public rights-of-way to a period of only 30 
days preceeding the election.  Then usually, those signs are required to be removed within three-to-seven days following the 
election.  Federal law would tend to prohibit the restriction (by local ordinance) of campaign signs placed exclusively on 
private property, as this would be seen as Constitutionally-protected Free Speech.  Alderman Withers would like to set 
October 1st as the time to allow signs on public right-of-ways.  The Board asked Mr. Kiser to research other local government 
ordinances and bring back a proposed ordinance to the Board for review. 
 
Item 11F was appointment of the Mayor Pro-Tem.  Following each local Town election, the Board appoints a Mayor Pro-Tem 
to serve for the following two-year period until the next election.  The Mayor Pro-Tem functions in the place of the Mayor 
whenever the Mayor is otherwise unavailable.  Alderman Huggins made a motion to appoint Alderman Withers as the Mayor 
Pro-Tem, seconded by Alderman Cearley, and carried unanimously. 
 
Manager’s Report 
 
Mr. Palenick gave an update on various Town projects.  A tour of the Town-owned property at 130 W. Trade St. is scheduled 
for Monday, January 18th at 9:00 am for anyone interested in walking through the building. 
 
Closed Session: 
 
Alderwoman Morrow made a motion to enter into a public hearing, as provided for by G.S. §143-318.11 to discuss a 
personnel matter; seconded by Alderwoman Malker Thomas, and carried unanimously. (7:31) Alderman Withers made a 
motion to exit the public hearing, seconded by Alderwoman Morrow, and carried unanimously. (9:04) No action was taken. 
 
Alderman Huggins made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Alderman Withers, and carried unanimously.  (9:05) 
 
 
 
                                  

Rick Coleman, Mayor             Maria Stroupe, Town Clerk 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 



 



 



 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 


